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Empire  Topics  is  the  publication  of 

Empire  Coin  Company.  Inc.,  252  Main  Street,  Johnson  City,  New  York. 
Telephone  9-3101  Empire  Topics  is  mailed  free  to  all  interested  collectors. 


Empire  Coin  Company.  Inc.,  was  formed 
on  April  1,  1958  by  James  F.  Ruddy  and 
Q.  David  Bowers.  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange 
and  Bowers  Coin  Company  were  combined 
to  form  the  new  company.  Perhaps  a  brief 
history  of  the  two  combining  companies  would 
be  of  interest. 

Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  was  formed 
in  1953  by  James  F.  Ruddy.  Jim  specialized 
in  early  American  coins  at  first,  but  soon 
widened  his  operations  to  include  the  entire 
United  States  series  as  well  as  a  complete 
offering  of  numismatic  supplies.  Advertising 
on  a  nationwide  basis  was  started,  and  soon 
several  thousand  customers  were  being  served. 
In  the  early  part  of  1956  the  company  moved 
to  an  office  in  downtown  Johnson  City,  N.Y. 
The  addition  of  a  secretarial  staff  made  possi¬ 
ble  an  increased  sales  volume.  In  the  years 
since  1953  ever  increasing  sales  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  list  of  customers  made  Triple  Cities  Coin 
Exchange  one  of  America's  foremost  coin 
companies. 


I 


JIM  RUDDY 


Bowers  Coin  Company  of  Wilkes-Barre.  Pa., 
was  formed  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Dave  spe¬ 
cialized  from  the  beginning  in  choice  United 
States  coins.  Like  Jim.  Dave  soon  established 
a  mailing  list  of  several  thousand  customers. 
Since  1954  Dave  has  done  a  considerable 
amount  of  numismatic  research  and  has 
handled  most  of  the  great  American  numis¬ 
matic  rarities. 


DAVE  BOWERS 


Dave  and  Jim  first  combined  their  eflorts  in 
the  summer  of  1957.  Their  Penn-New  York 
auction  attracted  wide  attention  and  was  an 
outstanding  success.  Realizing  that  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  their  two  companies  would  result  in 
a  complete  numismatic  service  for  collectors, 
steps  in  this  direction  were  taken  in  late  1957 
and  early  this  year.  Empire  Coin  Company 
was  incorporated  on  the  first  of  April,  1958. 
The  combination  of  facilities,  numismatic 
knowledge,  reference  libraries,  and  customer 
mailing  lists  made  possible  a  complete  numis¬ 
matic  service. 


The  location  of  the  Empire  Coin  Company  is 
252  Main  Street,  Johnson  City.  New  York.  On 
June  first  this  office  will  be  opened  to  the 
public  for  over-the-counter  business.  Our  new 
office  is  a  large  modern  office  suite  over¬ 
looking  Main  Street  in  Johnson  City.  The  new 
offices  will  include  coin  exhibits  and  display 
counters. 

For  your  convenience  our  supplies  depart¬ 
ment  will  feature  a  complete  line  of  reference 
books,  folders,  coin  boards,  and  plastic 
holders. 

A  large  reference  library,  extensive  numis¬ 
matic  notes,  and  complete  photographic  equip¬ 
ment  and  facilities  form  our  research  depart¬ 
ment.  The  research  department  will  assist  in 
the  scientific  preparation  of  auction  catalogs, 
the  preparation  of  EMPIRE  TOPICS,  and  the 
answering  of  customer  inquiries. 

Our  secretarial  staff  will  permit  the  rapid 
processing  of  orders  and  inquiries.  Fast  air¬ 
mail  service  will  be  provided. 

Avail  yourself  today  of  the  services  offered 
by  Empire  Coin  Company. 

e  Large  stock  of  U.  S.  coins  constantly 
maintained 

o  Complete  line  of  numismatic  supplies 

«  Large  research  and  reference  facilities 

EMPIRE  TOPICS  will  be  distributed  free  to 
all  customers  on  our  mailing  list.  It  will  be 
published  at  frequent  intervals  during  the 
year.  Each  issue  will  feature  a  large  selec¬ 
tion  of  coins  from  our  stock  as  well  as  coins 
consigned  to  us.  The  "From  our  Research 
Department”  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on  the 
latest  numismatic  discoveries.  Interesting 
numismatic  inquiries  will  be  answered.  Con¬ 
vention  notes,  comments,  and  other  items  of 
general  interest  will  be  in  each  EMPIRE 
TOPICS  issue. 

In  addition  to  EMPIRE  TOPICS,  auction 
catalogs  will  be  published  from  time  to  time. 
These  will  be  distributed  free  to  our  mailing 
list. 

Be  sure  to  stop  at  the  Empire  Coin  Company 
bourse  table  at  all  of  the  large  regional  and 
national  conventions.  We  will  look  forward 
to  meeting  you.  An  invitation  is  extended 
also  to  visit  our  office  whenever  you  are  in 
the  New  York  State  area. 

Your  comments  and  inquiries  concerning 
EMPIRE  TOPICS  or  any  of  our  other  services 
are  invited. 

TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  Preference  given  to  cash  orders.  Remit¬ 
tance  by  check  or  money  order  preferred. 
Approvals  to  those  who  have  established 
credit  or  give  satisfactory  references. 

2.  Prompt  refund  given  on  all  unfilled  orders. 
No  credit  slips  or  deferred  payments.  Second 
choices  will  be  appreciated,  if  possible. 

3.  No  minimum  order.  We  pay  postage  and 


insurance  costs  on  all  orders,  regardless  of 
size.  Orders  airmailed  outside  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania-New  York  area. 

4.  All  items  are  guaranteed  to  be  as  repre¬ 
sented.  If  for  any  reason  whatsoever  you 
find  an  item  to  be  unsatisfactory,  a  refund 
will  be  cheerfully  given.  We  want  all  of 
our  customers  to  be  fully  satisfied  with  their 
purchases.  The  usual  three  day  approval 
and  return  period  applies. 

5.  Address  all  correspondence  and  make 
checks  payable  to:  Empire  Coin  Company. 
Inc..  252  Main  Street,  Johnson  City.  N.Y. 

COLONIAL  COINS 

Colonial  coins  are  one  of  the  most  fasci¬ 
nating,  and  one  of  the  most  neglected,  series 
of  American  coins.  For  years  this  series  has 
remained  underpriced  in  relation  to  the  post- 
1792  coinage.  For  example,  a  collection  of 
several  hundred  different  state  coins  of 
Connecticut  can  be  obtained  for  under  S10 
per  coin.  These  are  coins  that  are  nearly 
two  hundred  years  old  —  coins  which  were 
old  when  1804  cents  were  being  minted.  A 
most  enjoyable  evening  can  be  spent  reading 
the  Guidebook  from  page  13  to  page  57.  For 
a  more  detailed  approach  try  the  Standard 
Catalog.  For  original  research  on  Colonials. 
Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America”  provides 
interesting  reading. 

Look  over  the  following  offering  of  Colonial 
coins.  Most  of  them  are  inexpensive.  Add  a 
few  Colonials  to  your  type  set  of  American 


coins. 

Massachusetts  Bay  Colony:  Oak  tree 
shilling  dated  1652.  Variety  Noe 

No.  1.  Good  -  Very  Good  . S  35.00 

Oak  tree  shilling  as  above.  Fine,  but 
the  tree  is  weak  S45.00;  Same  type 

VF  sharp  .  75.00 

Pine  tree  shilling.  Dated  1652,  later 
type  on  a  small  planchet.  All  types 
of  Massachusetts  colonial  silver  coins 

are  legitimately  rare.  Fine  .  45.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  penny. 

VG  -  Fine  .  8.50 

1722  Wood's  coinage.  Halfpenny,  type 
with  harp  at  the  right.  Fine  S7.50; 

Very  Fine  . 12.00 

1723  Wood's  Halfpenny.  EF  7.00 

1724  Wood's  Halfpenny.  Good  .  2.50 

French  Colonies  in  America. 

1767  Sou.  Fine  .  7.50 

Vermont:  1785  VERMONTIS  cent. 

Fine,  scarce  .  22.50 

1785  VERMONTS  variety.  VG  -  Fine  15.00 

1787  Vermont  Cent.  Fine  -  VF  8.00 

1788  Vermont  Cent,  last  year  of 

coinage.  VG  4-00 


Massachusetts:  1787  half  cent. 

Massachusetts  was  the  only  state  to 
issue  a  coin  of  this  denomination. 
Important  type  coin.  Var.  Miller  4-C. 
Extremely  Fine,  choice  17.50 

1787  Massachusetts  cent.  VG  S2.50; 

Fine  S4.50;  VF  9.00 


6.00 


1788  Mass.  cent.  G  S2.00;  VG  S3.00;* 

Fine  5.00 

Connecticut:  1785  African  head  variety. 

Very  Fine  ...  12.50 

Conn.  Cent  1787  Laughing  head 

variety.  Ex.  Fine  .  12.50 

Conn.  Cent  1787  Muttonhead  variety. 

A  choice  Extremely  fine  specimen  — 
better  than  the  Guidebook  or  Stand¬ 
ard  Catalog  plate  coins . 25.00 

Conn.  Cent  1787  Miller  9-R.  An  "over- 
date";  the  7  of  the  date  is  plainly 
cut  over  an  8.  Rare,  should  be 
listed  as  a  type.  Fine  -  Very  Fine  32.50 


Connecticut  Cent.  1787  small  head 
facing  right.  Reverse:  ETLIB  INDE. 
Listed  on  page  28  of  the  Guidebook. 
An  aesthetically  pleasing  coin  with 
fine  detail,  this  coin  is  actually  a 
contemporary  counterfeit  struck  at 
Machin's  Mills,  a  "manufactory  of 
hardware"  near  Newburgh,  N.Y.  in 
the  years  1787-1790.  A  number  of 
Vermont,  Connecticut,  and  New  Jer¬ 
sey  coins  have  been  traced  to  this 
illicit  mint.  In  addition  to  state  coin¬ 
age,  the  mint  counterfeited  British 
coins  of  the  times.  Some  of  the  very 
rarest  of  the  Connecticut  coins  are 
from  this  location.  We  have  a 
number  of  the  1787  coins  with  small 
head  facing  right  and  offer  them  for 
S  12.50  VG  and  S20.00  Fine. 

Conn.  cent.  Brockage  of  the  mailed 
bust  facing  left  obverse.  3  digs  on 


obverse.  Unusual  freak.  VG  .  S22.50 

Conn.  Cent.  1787  AUCIORI  variety. 

Fine .  6.00 

New  Jersey:  1786  cent  Maris  24-R, 

Extremely  rare.  Very  Good  .  40.00 

N.J.  M  54-K  Serpent  head.  VF  -  EF  20.00 
N.J.  M  50-F  1788  head  left.  Fine. 

mint  clip  on  rev .  12.00 

N.J.  M  56-N  Extremely  Fine  .  20.00 

N.J.  M  77-dd  Fox  variety  so-called  be¬ 
cause  of  small  fox  to  the  left  of  the 

shield.  Very  Good  .  10.00 

1776  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY 
dollar  in  pewter.  Fine,  weak  sundial 

on  obverse;  VF  reverse.  Rare  .  95.00 

(1694)  Elephant  token.  GOD  PRE¬ 
SERVE  LONDON.  Fine,  rare  . 13.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Bright  red 

uncirculated .  13.00 

1685-8  Florida.  1/24  part  real,  James  II 
Plantation  token.  Pewter.  Original 
EF  SI 6.00;  restrike,  planchet  defect. 

uncirculated  ... .  15.00 

1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Very  Fine  .  17.50 

1783  UNITY  STATES  /obv.  Washington; 
rev.  similar  to  early  U.  S.  large  cent. 

Good  S3. 00;  Fine  5.00 

1793  Ship  halfpenny.  EF  S14.00:  AU  17.00 
(1795)  undated  penny.  Red  and  brown 
uncirculated,  proof  surface. 

Asharply  struck  gem  35.00 


1787  FUGIO  cent.  VG  -  Fine 
1796  Castorland  medal.  Modern  re- 
strike.  Bronze,  matte  proof  S3. 50; 

Early  silver  restrike  with  mirrorlike 
proof  surface.  Scarce  .  15.00 


HALF  CENTS 


1794  Good  S17.50;  VG  S22.50;  Fine  ...S  29.00 

1795  Good  $15.00;  Fine  .  29.00 

1797  Good  SI 2.50;  VG  S20.00;  Fine  30.00 
1800  G  S2.75:  VG  S4.00;  Fine  S7.00;  VF  11.00 

1802  regular  reverse  of  the  year.  A 
choice  Fine  with  HALF  CENT  sharp  65.00 

1803  Good  S2.25;  VG  .  3.25 

1804  Crosslet  4,  Stems.  VG  S2.25; 

F  S3. 50;  VF  .  6.00 

1804  Plain  4.  stemless  VG  $2.25; 

F  S3. 50;  VF  .  —  5.50 

1804  Crosslet  4,  stemless.  Good  S3. 00; 

VG  4.00 

1804  Spiked  chin.  G  S2.00;  VG  S3. 00; 

F  4.00;  VF  .  6.00 

1806  stems  G  S2.25;  VG  $3.00;  F  $4.50  6.50 

1806  stems  G  S2.25;  VG  S3.00;  F  S4.50; 

VF  6.50 

1807  VG  S3. 00;  Fine  S5.00;  VF  7.00 

1808/7  overdate.  VG  -  Fine.  Scarce  25.00 

1808  G  S3. 00;  VG  $4.00;  Fine  .  6.50 

1809/6  VG  $2.50;  Fine  S4.00;  VF  .  5.50 

1809  circle  in  0.  VG  .  •  4.00 

1809  G.  SI. 75;  VG  S2.25;  F  S3.00;  VF  5.00 

1810  VG  S5.00;  Fine  $8.00;  Ex.  Fine  20.00 

1811  rare  date.  Good  S13.00;  VG  18.00 

1825  VG  $2.25;  Fine  S3.25;  VF  4.75 

1826  VG  S2.00;  Fine  S3.00;  VF  $4.75; 

EF  .  6.50 

1828  (12)  VG  $2.50;  Fine  $4.50; 

VF  $6.50;  EF  .  10-00 

1828  (13)  VG  SI. 75;  Fine  $2.25; 

VF  S3. 50;  EF  $5.00;  Bright  uncirc.  .  13.50 

1829  VG  $2.00;  F  S3.00;  VF  $4.25;  EF  6.50 

1832  VG  S2.00;  F  $3.00;  VF  $4.00;  EF  6.50 

1833  Fine  S2.25;  VF  S3.50;  EF  $6.00: 

Blazing  red  uncirc..  proof  surface  25.00 

1834  Fine  $2.50;  VF  S3.50;  Red  and 
blue  toned  proof.  Rare,  despite  its 

low  Guidebook  listing.  A  Good  buy  57.50 

1835  VG  SI. 50;  F  S2.00;  VF  S3.00:  EF  5.00 


1842  Second  restrike  •  small  berry  re¬ 
verse  with  minute  scratches  in  the 
die  above  RICA  of  AMERICA.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare;  less  than  ten  specimens 
known.  Lacking  in  the  Anderson- 
Dupont  sale  as  well  as  a  number  of 
more  recent  offerings.  Proof  .  150.00 


1849  Large  date.  F  $7.00;  VF  $10.00; 

EF  .  14.00 

1850  VG  $3.00;  F  S5.00;  VF  $7.50;  EF  10.00 

1851  Fine  S2.50;  VF  S3.50;  EF  S5.00; 

Brown  Unc.  8.00 

1853  Fine  S2.75;  VF  S4.00;  EF  $6.00; 

Brown  Unc .  9.00 

1854  Fine  S3.50;  VF  S4.50;  EF  $6.00; 

Brown  Unc.  .  ...  10.00 

1855  VF  S4.00;  EF  S6.00;  Brown  Unc.  8.00 

1856  Fine  S3.50;  VF  S4.50;  EF  $6.50; 

Brown  Unc .  10.00 

1857  Fine  $7.50;  VF  S10.00;  EF  $14.00; 

Brown  Unc .  20.00 

1857  Half  cent  Proof.  Reverse  of  1856. 

A  similar  specimen  realized  $101.00 
on  a  SI 00  estimate  in  the  Penn-N.Y. 
auction  last  August.  Rare  .  85.00 

LARGE  CENTS 

1793  Wreath  type.  Abt.  Good  $40.00; 

G  -  VG  .  $60.00 

1794  G  S8.00;  VG  SI  1.00;  Fine  .  16.00 

1795  Abt.  G  S5.00;  VG  -  Fine  .  12.50 

1798  Fine  -  VF  dark  .  9.00 

1799/98  Very  good  -  Fine.  Very  rare  195.00 
1801  1/000  Fine,  sharp  .  15.00 

1801  Fine  . 12.00 

1802  stemless  w'reath.  About  good  ....  2.50 

1804  Abt.  Good  S35.00;  Perfect  date 

Very  Fine.  A  choice  example  of  this 
rare  date  .  195.00 


1804  The  restrike  made  at  the  Mint 
c.  1860.  The  interesting  story  of  this 
coin  is  told  on  page  67  of  the  Guide¬ 
book.  Rare  and  unappreciated; 


rarer  than  originals  of  this  date  ...  45.00 

1805  blunt  1  G  -  VG  $3.50;  VF  .  10.00 

1805  pointed  1  Fine  $12.00;  EF  .  35.00 

1806  about  good .  5.00 

1808  Good  $3.50;  VG  .  6.00 

1811/10  about  good  .  6.50 

1811  about  good  .  5.00 

1812  Very  Good  .  3.50 

1813  Good  $5.00;  VG  .  7.50 

1814  Good  S3. 00;  VG  .  4.50 

1817  15  stars,  important  variety. 

G  $3.00;  VG  $4.50;  EF  slight 
scratches  over  date  .  17.50 

1818  VF  $3.50;  Brown  unc.  $12.00; 

blazing  red  Unc .  15.00 

1819/18  Good  $2.00;  VF  .  5.00 

1820/19  Fine  -  VF .  4.00 

1821  Good  S4.00;  VG  S6.00;  Fine  .  12.00 

1823/22  Good  -  VG  . 9.00 

1826  EF  .  10.00 

1837  Very  Fine  .  4.75 

1838  Nearly  uncirculated  .  5.00 

1839  Booby  head.  AU,  choice  .  20.00 


1843  Obverse  of  1842.  Reverse  of  1844. 

One  of  the  most  desired  dates  of  the 
large  cent  series.  Scarce.  Choice 
Extremely  Fine  .  22.00 

1851  Red  Uncirculated;  new  variety 
not  in  Newcomb  .  20.00 

1851/81  Fine  .  5.00 


1855  PROOF  Glittering  irriaescent 
purple  toning.  Perfect  except  for  two 
small  pinpoint  imperfections  in  the 
left  obverse  field.  We  note  proof 
cents  of  1854  and  1856  estimated  at 
S250.00  each  in  a  recent  auction 
catalog.  This  1855  should  sell 

quickly  for  .  145.00 

1857  last  year.  Fine  $8.00;  VF  S12.00; 

EF  .  15.00 

SMALL  CENTS 


1857  Flying  Eagle  Good  SI. 00; 

VG  SI. 40;  Fine  S2.50;  VF  $4.00; 


Brilliant  Unc . $  15.00 

1858  Small  Letters  -  Good  SI. 20; 

VG  S1.70;  Fine  $3.70;  VF  S5.00; 

Proof,  gem  obverse,  reverse  slightly 
cloudy.  Seldom  offered  .  160.00 

1858  Large  Letters  -  Good  SI. 40; 

VG  $2.00;  Fine  .  4.00 


1859  Indian  Cent  -  Good  $.70; 

VG  SI. 00;  Fine  $1.70;  VF  .  2.70 

1859  Indian  Cent  -  Transitional  type 
with  shield  reverse  as  adopted  for 
circulation  in  1860.  Listed  in  the 
Standard  Catalog  at  $50;  however 
there  are  numerous  sales  above  $75. 

This  coin  should  someday  be  what 
the  1856  flying  eagle  cent  is  today. 


A  good  investment.  Brilliant  Unc.  72.50 

1860  Abt.  G  $.40;  G  S.70;  VG  $1.00; 

F  $1.70;  VF  .  2.70 

1861  Abt.  G.  $1.20;  G  S2.00;  VG  $3.50; 

F  S5.00;  VF  .  7.00 

1862  Abt.  G  $.30;  F  $1.20;  VF  S2.00; 

BU  .  4.00 

1863  Abt.  G  $.20;  G  $.40;  VG  S.60; 

F  SI. 00;  VF  .  1-50 

1864  CN  Abt.  G  S1.00;  G  $1.50;  VG 

$2.00;  Fine  .  3.00 

1864  Bronze  Abt.  G  $.40;  G  S.70;  VG  1.00 
1864-L  Abt.  G  $4.00;  G  $7.50;  VF  .  27.50 


1865  Abl.  G  $.30:  G  $.50:  VG 

1866  Abl.  G  $2.50:  G  $3.80:  VG  $5.00: 

Fine  . 

1867  Abl.  G  $2.00:  G  52.90:  VG  $4.00; 

f.f  . . . 

1868  Abl.  G  $2.00;  G  $2.90:  VG 
1869/8  overdate.  Abt.  G  58.50;  Good 

1869  Abt.  G  $2.80;  G 

1870  Abl.  G  $3.00:  G  $4.00:  VG 

1871  Abl.  G  $4.70:  G  $6.40:  VG 

1872  Abt.  G  $6.30;  G  $9.00;  VG 

1873  Abl.  G  $.90;  G  $1.50:  VG 

1874  Abl.  G  $.80:  G  $1.30;  VG  $2.00: 

F  $3.00;  EF  . 

1875  Abt.  G  SI. 20:  G  51.70;  VG 

1876  Abl.  G  $1.50:  G  $2.40;  VG 

1877  Good  525.00:  VG 

1878  G  $2.40;  VG  $3.90;  Proof.  Gem 

grade  . . 

1880  lo  1888,  9  pieces.  Brilliant  Unc. 

1908- S  VG  $8.00:  F  $10.00;  VF  512.00: 

BU  . 

1909- S  Indian  VG  $30.00:  F  $35.00; 

VF  S42.50;  Gem  Uncirculated.  Proof 
like  surface 

Lincoln  Cents:  1909-S  V.D.B.  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  ... 

1909- S  VG  $6.00:  Fine  S8.50:  VF 

1910- S  VF  $1.75:  Gem  Unc . 

1911  Matte  Proof.  Similar  specimen 

realised  S15.00  in  N.Y.  auction  last 
November 

191  I  S  Extremely  Fine 

1912-D  Good  . 

1912- S  Fine  . - . 

1913- S  G  $.50:  VG  $.75;  Fine  . 

1914- D  Sharp  Good  $13.00;  VG  $16.00; 
Fine  $29.00;  Choice  AU 

1914- S  VF . 

1915- S  VF . 

1915- D  Fine  S1.00;  VF  $1.50;  AU  . 

1916  Matte  proof.  Lacking  in  most 
offerings  of  the  early  proof  Lincolns. 
Despite  mintage  figures,  it  has  been 
our  observation  that  the  1916  in  proof 
is  considerablv  rarer  than  the  1909 
V.D.B.  in  similar  condition 

1916- S  Fine  $1.25:  VF  $2.00;  AU 

1917- S  VG  S.25:  Fine  $.75:  VF 

1921-S  Fine  52.00;  VF  $3.50:  AU 

1921- S  Red  uncirculated.  A  few  small 
bag  marks  on  obverse,  still  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  specimen  ...... 

1922  No  D.  By  far  the  rarest  Lincoln 
cent  variety.  Unappreciated.  We 
will  pay  ten  times  the  Guidebook 
listing  of  S10.00  for  an  uncirculated 
specimen.  This  one  is  Very  Good 

1922- D  Broken  D.  Weakly  struck  as 

always.  By  no  means  common.  Un¬ 
circulated  . 


1.00 

9.00 

15.00 

4.00 

15.00 

4.00 

7.00 

9.70 

14.00 

2.50 

9.00 

3.00 

3.50 
35.00 

25.00 

60.00 

25.00 


1923- S  VG  SI. 00;  Fine  S2.00:  VF  3.50 

1924- S  VG  S-50;  Fine  $1.50;  VF  2.50 

1924-D  VG  S3. 00;  VF-EF  12.00 

1926-S  VF  $2.00;  EF  .  7.00 

1931-S  Uncirculated  14.50 

1933  Brilliant  Unc.  scarce  8.00 

1934-D  Uncirculated  1  -25 

1936  to  1942  set  ol  seven  proof  cents. 

Guidebook  over  $95.00.  Special  60.00 

1937  and  1938  proof  cents.  Guidebook 

at  $27.75.  special,  only  15.00 


1955  double  strike  cent,  the  rare  and 
much  sought-after  error.  Showpieces 
in  plastic  holders  AU  S22.50;  Brilliant 
uncirculated 


TWO  CENT  PIECES 

1864  Small  Motto.  Very  Fine  -  EF  S  40.00 

1865  Brilliant  uncirculated  5.00 

1869  Uncirculated  10.00 

1871  Uncirculated  15.00 

1873  Last  year  of  coinage.  Brilliant 

Proof.  Rare  .....  117.50 


85.00 

NICKEL  THREE  CENT  PIECES 

67.50 

1865  Uncirculated,  type  coin 

2.50 

11.00 

1869  Recut  date.  Looks  somewhat  like 

12.0C 

an  overdate.  Very  Fine 

7.50 

1869  Proof  . 

17.50 

1872  Proof  . . 

20.00 

13.00 

1873  Proof  . 

15.00 

1874  Uncirculated,  brilliant  S8.Q0;  Proof 

20.00 

5.00 

1875  Uncirculated,  rare  S14.00;  Proof 

30.00 

.50 

3.00 

1876  Proof  . 

1878  Proof.  Small  coinage  of  only 

22.50 

2.350  pieces  . 

47.50 

1.75 

1879  Proof  . 

9.50 

1680  Proof  . 

9.50 

97.50 

1881  Proof  . 

9.00 

3.00 

1882  Proof  . 

9.00 

2.00 

1883  Proof  . 

8.00 

1885  Proof  . 

9.50 

2.50 

1887/6  Overdate  Proof  . 

57.50 

1688  Proof  . 

SILVER  THREE  CENT  PIECES 

9.00 

1851-0  Good  $3.50:  Fine  S7.50:  VF 

10.00 

32.50 

4.00 

1855  Rare  date.  Fine  S10.00;  VF 

1858  Brilliant  Proof.  Extremely  rare; 

15.00 

not  in  the  Anderson-Dupont  sale  or 

1.50 

a  number  of  other  offerings  since  that 

10.00 

time.  We  note  in  one  of  S.  J.  Ka- 
bealo's  recent  auction  catalogs  that 
a  bid  of  $750.00  was  received  for  a 

47.50 

similar  specimen!  This  is  a  fan¬ 
tastic  25  times  the  Guidebook  listing. 
The  specimen  we  offer  is  a  brilliant 

proof.  Our  price  is  . 

1864  Brilliant  Proof.  Rare  date,  only 

250.00 

470  coined 

69.50 

8.00 

1868  Proof,  not  completely  brilliant 

25.00 

1871  Proof,  brilliant 

1873  Last  date  of  the  series.  Brilliant 

22.50 

15.00 

45.00 

NICKELS 


1867  with  rays.  Good  S3.75;  Fine  ...  12.00 

1867  no  rays.  Brilliant  uncirculated  ...  7.00 

1868  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  7.50 

1869  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  10.00 

1870  Brilliant  uncirculated  12.50 

1871  Proof,  one  of  the  rarest  dates  120.00 

1872  Proof  .  19.00 

1874  Proof . 35.00 

1875  Very  good  S9.00;  Proof  .  62.50 

1876  Very  good  .  4.50 

1882  Brilliant  uncirculated  . .  7.00 

1884  Liberty  type.  Uncirculated  .  12.50 

1885  Good  S22.50;  Very  Good  .  32.50 

1889  Proof  .  13.00 

1891  Uncirculated  S8.50;  Proof  .  12.00 

1893  Uncirculated,  bag  marks  .  7.00 

1899  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  8.50 

1900  Brilliant  Proof  . 13.50 

1902  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  6.50 

1906  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  6.50 

1908  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  6.00 

1912- S  Good  S7.50;  VG  .  10.00 

BUFFALO  NICKELS 

1913- S  type  I  Extremely  Fine  .  7.00 

1913-D  type  I  Very  Fine  .  2.00 

1913-S  tyoe  II  AU  .  39.00 

1913- D  type  II  Very  Good  .  8.00 

1915  Brilliant  uncirculated  5.00 

1916  Brilliant  uncirculated  4.00 

1914- S  Extremely  Fine  .  9.50 

1915- D  Very  Fine  .  4.50 

1915- S  Fine  .  6.00 

1916- S  Extremely  Fine  .  7.50 

1917- D  Fine  .  4.50 

1918- S  Uncirculated  .  57.50 


1918/7-D  overdate.  One  of  the  four 
twentieth  century  overdate  coins 
(1942/1  dime;  1918/7-S  quarter,  and 
1909/8  $20  are  the  others).  Rare 


and  in  constant  demand.  VG  $47.50; 

Fine  .  80.00 

1924  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  5.00 

1925  Brilliant  uncirculated  5.50 

1926  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  3.25 

1927  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  2.50 

1937  3  leg  variety.  Popular.  VF  $12.00; 

EF  .  18.00 

Complete  set  of  Buffalo  nickels  in 
holder  (no  overdate  or  3  leg).  Abt. 

Good  to  Extremely  Fine.  The  set 
averages  very  good.  A  difficult  set 
to  assemble  today  .  47.50 


HALF  DIMES 

A  nice  offering,  including  a  number  of  the 
rarer  dates. 

1805  Very  Good,  rough  surface.  Second 


only  to  the  1802  in  rarity  . S  50.00 

1829  Brilliant  uncirculated  gem  S12.00. 

Choice  Proof,  extremely  rare  .  45.00 

1830  Brilliant  uncirculated,  choice  .  10.00 

1831  Brilliant  uncirculated,  choice  .  10.00 

1832  EF  S4.00;  Gem  uncirculated  .  8.50 

1833  EF  S4.00;  Gem  uncirculated  .  7.50 

1834  EF  S4.00;  Proof,  rare  .  37.50 


1835  VF  S2.50;  BU  proof  surface  .  12.00 

1836  Fine  2.00 

1837  Bust  type,  last  year.  Unc .  12.00 

1837  Lib.  seated.  VG  S5.00;  F  S8.00; 

VF  SI 5.00;  BU  .  37.00 

1838  Choice  uncirculated  .  10.00 

1838- 0  Important  type  coin.  G  S12.00; 

VG  -  F  .  20.00 

1839  VF  S2.00;  Unc.  .  10.00 

1839- 0  VG  .  2.50 

1840  without  drapery  at  elbow. 

F  $2.00;  Unc.  toned  .  8.00 

1840- 0  drapery  at  elbow  VG  .  3.50 

1841- 0  VG  .  3.00 

1842  Choice  uncirculated  .  10.00 

1843  uncirculated,  prooflike  surface  ....  12.00 

1844  Good  .  2.50 

1844-0  Fair  .  3.00 

1845  F  S2.00;  AU  $4.00;  re-engraved 

date,  Unc .  9.00 

1846  Good,  sharp.  Rare  date  .  17.50 

1847  VF  .  2.00 

1848  F  $2.50;  EF  . .  4.00 

1848- 0  Good  $3.00;  Fine  .  5.00 

1849/8  overdate  Very  Fine  .  4.00 

1849- 0  VG  .  15.00 

1850  EF  S3.00;  Choice  BU  8.50 

1850- 0  Good  $2.00;  VG  .  4.00 

1851  VF  .  2.00 

1852  VF  .  2.00 


1853-0  Without  arrows  at  date.  Rare 
and  unappreciated.  A  number  of 
the  1853  Philadelphia  mint  half 
dimes  without  arrows  were  melted. 
Perhaps  this  was  also  done  with  the 
New  Orleans  coins.  In  any  event, 
the  1853-0  half  dime  without  arrows 
remains  difficult  to  obtain. 


VG  $40.00;  Fine  .  65.00 

1853  Arrows  at  date.  Unc.  gem  8.50 

1853- 0  Arrows  at  date.  Gem  uncirc.  ..  15.00 

1854  Gem  uncirculated  .  7.00 

1854- 0  Very  Fine  .  3.00 

1855  Gem  uncirculated  . $  7.00 

1855- 0  only  600,000  minted.  EF  .  7.50 

1856  Gem  uncirculated  .  6.50 

1856- 0  VG  -  Fine  .  2.00 

1857  EF  .  2.00 

1857- 0  Brilliant  uncirculated  9.00 

1858  EF  $2.00;  Uncirculated  .  5.00 

1858- 0  VF  .  2.00 

1859  only  340.000  minted.  Uncirculated  7.00 

1859- 0  VF  .  5.00 

1860  Uncirculated  .  5.00 

1860- 0  Uncirculated  .  12.00 

1861  BU  S5.00;  Proof,  slight  imperf .  11.00 

1862  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  7.00 

1863-S  low  coinage  of  only  100.000 

pieces.  EF  .  15.00 


1864  Very  Good.  The  mintage  records 
indicate  that  1864  half  dimes  were 
struck  only  in  proof  condition.  How¬ 
ever,  during  the  past  few  years  we 
have  seen  two  or  three  uncirculated 
specimens.  We  have  handled  a 
number  of  Good.  Very  Good,  and 
Fine  specimens  which  would  indicate 
that  1864  half  dimes  actually  did 
circulate.  The  specimen  here  offered 
is  Very  Good  ....  35.00 


1864-S  Low  mintage  of  90,000  pieces. 


VG  . - .  10.00 

1865- S  Very  Good  .  5.00 

1866  A  negligible  coinage  of  only 

10.000  pieces  for  circulation.  How 
many  can  survive  today?  Unc.  30.00 

1866- S  AU  .  15.00 

1867- S  VG  .  4.00 

1868- S  VG  .  2.00 

1869  Brilliant  uncirculated  8.00 

1869- S  Very  Fine  3.00 

1870  Brilliant  uncirculated,  beautiful 

proof  surface  .  12.00 

1871  Brilliant  uncirculated  7.00 

1871-S  Brilliant  uncirculated  gem  with 

proof  surface.  Incomparable!  .  50.00 

1871- S  VF.  has  been  bent  and 

straightened  .  5.00 

1872- S  Brilliant  uncirculated,  a  gem. 

S  in  wreath  . 12.00 

1872- S  Uncirculated,  weakly  struck. 

S  below  wreath  .  7.00 

1873  Unc.  proof  surface  S8.00; 

Gem  Proof  .  18.00 

1873- S  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  10.00 

DIMES 

1833  Brilliant  uncirculated  S  10.00 

1834  Brilliant  uncirculated  10.00 

1836  Brilliant  uncirculated  8.00 

1837  Bust  type.  Brilliant  uncirculated. 

All  of  these  early  dimes  are  becom¬ 
ing  increasingly  difficult  to  locate 

in  top  preservation  .  15.00 

1841  Liberty  seated,  drapery  at  elbow. 

BU  .  7.00 

1856  L.D.  Brilliant  uncirculated  9.00 

1856  Small  date,  Brilliant  uncirculated  6.00 
1857-0  Brilliant  uncirculated  10.00 

1859-0  Brilliant  uncirculated  8.00 

1868  Dime.  Struck  in  alumninum  in¬ 
stead  of  silver.  Unusual.  Extremely 

Fine,  rare  ... .  25.00 

1869  Brilliant  proof  22.00 

1869-S  Brilliant  uncirculated,  rare  25.00 

1870  Brilliant  proof  20.00 

1875-CC  below  wreath.  Brilliant  Unc.  12.00 
1877  Brilliant  proof.  Similar  specimen 

sold  for  S42  last  summer  in  our  Penn- 

N.Y.  auction  .  40.00 

1877-CC  Brilliant  uncirculated  7.00 

1880  Brilliant  uncirculated .  9.00 

1881  Uncirculated.  Only  24.975  coined  11.00 
1884-S  Brilliant  uncirculated,  proof 

surface  45.00 

1887  Brilliant  proof  .  13.50 

1887- S  Brilliant  uncirculated  6.50 

1888- S  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  7.00 

1889- S  Brilliant  uncirculated  16.00 

1892  Barber  type.  Unc.  ....  5.00 

1893-0  Fine  .  5.00 

1893-S  Brilliant  uncirculated  gem  with 

prooflike  surface.  Superb!  45.00 

1895  Gem  Proof.  Rarest  P  mint  Barber 
dime.  We  note  several  recent  offer¬ 
ings  of  this  coin  at  prices  near  and 

above  S150.  This  one  .  125.00 

1897-S  About  uncirculated .  25.00 

1898  Brilliant  proof  22.00 


1899  Brilliant  proof  21.00 

1904-S  Brilliant  uncirculated  gem. 
prooflike  surface.  As  nice  as  the 
1893-S  above  75.00 

1911  Brilliant  uncirculated  4.50 

1914  Brilliant  uncirculated  5.00 

1914-D  Brilliant  uncirculated  5.50 

1916  Barber.  Brilliant  uncirculated  4.00 


MERCURY  TYPE  DIMES 

1916-D  A  most  unusual,  and  perhaps 
unprecedented  offer.  One  roll  (50 
coins)  each  in  Good  to  Very  Good 
condition.  Every  mintmark  is  full. 

The  1916-D  dime  is  to  the  Mercury 
dime  series  what  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
cent  is  to  the  Lincoln  cent  series. 

This  date  continues  to  climb  in  price 
steadily  every  year.  We  remember 
when  1916-D  dimes  were  selling  for 
$5  each;  then  they  were  hard  to  find 
for  $10;  a  little  later,  for  $15;  then 
S20;  then  S25.  A  wonderful  invest¬ 
ment  opportunity  . $950.00 

1916-D  Abt.  Good  $17.00;  Good  $25.00; 

G  -  VG  S27.50;  VG  S35.00;  Fine  70.00 

1921-D  Brilliant  uncirculated,  scarce  80.00 

1942/ loverdate.  Rare. 

Very  Fine  S37.50;  VF  -  EF  $45.00; 

AU .  55.00 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 


1875  Proof  .  . S  47.50 

1875-S  We  have  just  purchased  a  large 
accumulation  of  1875-S  twenty  cent 
pieces  and  offer  them  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  prices:  VG  SS.OO;  Fine  $7.50; 


VF  .  9.75 

1875-CC  VG  $6.75;  Fine  .  10.00 


1877  A  proof  which  has  seen  slight 
circulation.  An  acceptable  specimen 
of  this  verv  rare  date  for  the  collector 
who  does  not  want  to  pay  $160.00 
for  a  perfect  specimen  95.00 


QUARTERS 


1804  Sharp  Very  Good.  Rare  . $  42.50 

1805  Good  •  Very  Good  .  9.00 

1806/5  Good  -  Very  Good  9.00 

1806  Fine,  sharp  .  .  15.00 

1828  Brilliant  uncirculated.  Gem. 

Attractive  frosty  surface  67.50 

1831  Small  letters  •  Brilliant  unc.  18.00 


1857  Proof.  not  fully  brilliant.  This  coin 
is  from  the  Menjou  sale  held  by 
Schulman  and  Kreisberg  90.00 

1874  Arrows  at  date.  Records  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  S100.  In  demand  as  a  type 
coin.  Brilliant  Proof  92.50 

1878-CC  Brilliant  uncirculated.  Gem  15.00 

1879  Brilliant  Proof.  Slight  edge  defect  20.00 

1880  Brilliant  Proof  27.50 

1891-S  Choice  brilliant  uncirculated  13.00 

1898  Toned  Prool .  23.50 

1899  Brilliant  uncirculated  6.50 

1900  Proof  .  18.50 

1902  Proof  25.00 

1904-0  Good  S3. 50:  VG  5.00 

1909-0  Sharp  Good  7.50 

1913-S  Very  Good.  Rare  and  difficult 

to  locate  42.50 

1913-S  Another,  Good  30.00 

1915-D  Brilliant  uncirculated  6.50 

1915  Brilliant  uncirculated .  12.00 

Liberty  standing  type: 

1917-S  type  II  F  S5;  EF  .  12.00 

1917-D  type  II.  Fine  S5.00;  AU  .  15.00 

1918/7-S  overdate.  Fine.  Rare  85.00 

1919  Choice  brilliant  uncirculated  24.00 

1920-S  Choice  brilliant  uncirculated  22.50 

1923-S  VF  -  EF  choice  .  45.00 

1930  Brilliant  uncirculated  4.00 

Washington  type: 

1932-D  VF  SI 0.00;  EF  17.50 

1932-S  VF  .  9.00 

1940  Brilliant  uncirculated, 
becoming  scarce  .  4.50 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1795  Good  S22.00;  VG  $30.00;  Fine  .  S  42.00 
1806/5  VG  .  8.00 

1806  VG  .  6.00 

1807  Bust  right  VG  -  Fine  .  8.00 

1807  Small  stars.  Ex  Wayte  Raymond 

collection.  Nearly  uncirculated, 
choice.  Rare  65.00 

1810  Brilliant  uncirculated  choice  27.50 

1811  Brilliant  uncirculated  Gem, 

Large  8  .  37.50 


1811  Brilliant  uncirculated.  Small  8  .  20.00 

1812  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  17.50 

1818/7  EF  .  9.00 

1819  8  VF  .  5.00 

1827  Uncirculated  .  8.00 

1828  Brilliant  uncirculated  9.00 

1828  Curl  base  2.  Brilliant  uncirculated, 


scarce  22.50 

1829  1  Very  Fine  .  8.50 

Complete  set  of  half  dollars  from  1825 
to  and  including  1836  -  12  pieces. 

Fine  -  VF.  A  nice  start  for  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  this  series  .  28.50 


1838Half  Dollar.  The  rare  "Gobrecht  Half 
Dollar"  .  The  obverse  is  the  regular  Liberty 
seated  type  as  adopted  for  circulation  the 
following  year  in  1839.  The  reverse  dis¬ 
plays  an  eagle  flying  left  in  a  starless  field. 
Similar  to  the  Gobrecht  dollars  of  this  year. 
This  coin  was  unknown  to  numismatists 
until  three  specimens  were  discovered  in 
1956.  (See  page  532.  May  1957  "Numis¬ 
matist").  Since  the  discovery,  another  piece 
has  been  located,  making  a  total  of  four 
pieces.  In  rarity,  it  compares  favorably 
with  the  very  rarest  of  the  Gobrecht  dollars. 
There  are  two  good  reasons  for  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  this  coin  in  a  set  of  half  dollars. 
They  are  (1)  This  1838  half  dollar  has  the 
Liberty  seated  obverse  one  year  before  it 
was  adopted  for  circulation,  making  it  a 
transitional  piece,  and  (2)  it  is  similar  in 
design  to  the  Gobrecht  dollars  of  the  same 
year. 

This  coin  is  a  Gem  silver  Proof 
and  a  wonderful  showpiece.  In  in¬ 


dividual  holder . S500.00 

1837  Bust  type.  VF  S8.00;  VF  -  EF  12.00 

1838  VG  S4.00;  VF  .  8.50 

1839  VF  S8.00:  AU  13.50 

1839  Liberty  seated  type. 

With  drapery.  AU  .  15.00 

1846  Upright  6  over  horizontal  6.  Rare  and 


seldom  offered  variety.  We  note  that  a 
similar  specimen  in  uncirculated  condition 
realized  S310.00  in  a  West  Coast  auction 
in  early  March.  The  specimen  we  offer  is 
uncirculated  with  a  few  abrasions,  probably 
bag  marks,  which  typify  most  of  the  un¬ 


circulated  half  dollars  in  the  1840's.  Rare, 
a  good  buy  for  .  195.00 

1860  Proof,  not  quite  perfect  23.00 

1861  Choice  brilliant  uncirculated  8.50 


1861-0  VG  -  Fine.  Obverse  from  the  same 


die  as  used  on  the  original  Confederate 
States  of  America  half  dollars;  characterized 
by  a  die  break  from  the  nose  of  Liberty  to 
the  border.  Several  records  S50  to  S100. 
This  one  for  40.00 

1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half 
dollar.  The  I.  W.  Scott  restrike.  Uncircu- 


lated.  Becoming  very  popular  and  should 
be  a  good  investment  item  due  to  the  im¬ 
pending  Civil  War  centennial  and  the  great 
interest  in  C.S.A.  fiscal  issues.  (See 
Guidebook,  page  230)  Rare  ^  nn 

1877-S  Variety  without  drapery  at  el¬ 
bow.  Scarce.  Record  of  S50  in  Very 
Fine.  We  offer  one  specimen  in  Good 
condition  for  S17.50  and  Uncirculated  47.50 

1892  Barber  type.  Brilliant  Proof  45.00 

1892- 0  Good  .  9-50 

1893  Proof  .  s0  0° 

1893- S  VG  S12.00:  Abt.  Fine  17.00 

1894  Proof  .  ■  52-s0 

1895  Proof  .  52-5c 

1896- S  Abt.  Fine  .  17.50 

1897- S  Abt.  Good  . 

1897  Proof  . 

1901  Proo! 

1901-S  VG  . 

1904  Proof 

Liberty  Standing  Type  1917  Brill.  Unc. 

1917-S  on  reverse.  AU.  choice 

1918  S  AU  . 

1920  Brilliant  uncirculated  . 

1933-S  Brilliant  uncirculated 

1938- D  Brilliant  uncirculated 

1939- S  Brilliant  unc..  special  for  only 
Five  different  dates  of  our  choice 

L.S.  half  dollars,  uncirculated  .  7.50 

1892  Columbian  helf  dollar.  Brill.  Unc.  3.00 

1893  Columbian  half  dollar.  PROOF  15.00 

1936-S  Cincinnati,  BU  25.00 


9.00 

55.00 

47.50 

10.00 

50.00 

9.00 

30.00 

30.00 

28.00 

32.00 

25.00 

6.50 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

1797  B-lc  Fine  -  VF  . S  60.00 

1798  Bll-B  Fine  29-00 

1799  B-12  Fine  .  27-50 

1799  B-17a  Extremely  Fine.  Choice  55.00 

1857  Brilliant  Proof.  Two  minor  defects 

in  field.  Scarce  .  97.50 

1859  Brilliant  Proof  .  95-00 

1859-0  AU.  Prooflike  fields.  Choice  22.00 

1861  Brilliant  Proof  85.00 

1865  Proof  .  67.50 

1866  Proof  .  55.00 

1867  Brilliant  Proof  .  55.00 

1871  Prooi.  not  fully  brilliant  32.50 

1880  Proof  .  27.50 

1904  Proof  Golden  toning  S55.00: 

Brilliant  . . .  55.00 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873  pattern  in  silver.  AW  no.  1324. 

Choice  Gem  Proof  ....  75.00 

187S-S  Uncirculated.  Gem.  Unsual  con¬ 
dition  for  a  trade  dollar  as  most  come 
with  bag  markings  .  20.00 

1876  Brilliant  Proof  .  49.50 

1877  Brilliant  Proof,  slight  mark  to 

right  of  date  .  57.50 


1878  Brilliant  Proof.  A  "proof  only" 
date.  Total  coinage  totals  900  pieces. 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  later  trade 
dollars  1878  to  1883  are  one  of  the 
most  undervalued  series  in  keeping 

with  their  rarity.  This  1878  .  57.50 

1879  Br.  Proof,  total  coinage  -  1541  pcs.  47.50 

1880  Br.  Proof,  total  coinage  *  1987  pcs.  47.50 


GOLD  COINS 

Gold  Dollars  1855.  the  scarce  type  II. 

pp  20.00 

1884  Brilliant  Proof,  slight  rubbing  35.00 

Quarter  Eagles  1867  Proof,  rare.  Listed 

at  S200  in  the  Standard  Catalog  160.00 

1904  Proof.  Rare  .  65.00 

1907  Brilliant  uncirculated  .  17.00 

Liberty  head  type  quarter  eagles,  dates 

of  our  choice.  VF  S13.00;  EF  .  15.00 

Indian  type  quarter  eagles. 

our  choice  VF  S9.00;  EF  11.00 

Three  Dollar  gold  18S5-S  VG  .  47.50 

Half  eagles  1834  Brilliant  uncirculated  25.00 
Liberty  head  S5.  our  choice  VF  SI  1.50; 

.  13.00 

Eagles  1346-0  Vr  25.00 

1849  VF  -  EF  Gold  Rush  year  30.00 

Double  Eagles  1920  Brilliant  unc .  47.50 

1322  AU  . 52.50 

SMALL  CALIFORNIA  GOLD  PIECES 

25<-  Octagonal.  Burnie  No.  57.  Unc .  6.00 

25''  Octagonal  B  No.  101  Proof .  10.00 

25*  Round  B  No.  83.  Rare.  Proof  17.50 

50'  Round  B  No.  17  Extremely  Fine  6.00 

50o  Round  B  No.  67  Extremely  Fine  6.00 


CURRENCY 

Crisp  uncirculated  sheet  of  six  S10 
National  Bank  Notes.  Friedberg  No. 

1426,  on  the  Farmers  National  Bank 
of  Deposit,  New  York.  Serial  Nos. 
A000001  to  A000006.  Attractive  dis¬ 
play  item  .  150.00 

S50  Federal  Reserve  Note  Series  of 
1929.  F  No.  1469  -  Kansas  City. 

Crisp  uncirculated  100.03 

SI  Friedberg  No.  380.  National  Bank  of 
the  Republic.  Philadelphia.  Penna. 

Very  Fine  . 

LATE  DATE  PROOF  SETS 

1954  Proof  set  6-50 

1955  Proof  set  .  5.50 

1956  Proof  set  .  3-75 

1957  Proof  set  .  2.75 


CONSIGNMENTS 

1935  New  Zealand  Waitangi  set  consisting  of 
the  threepence,  sixpence,  shilling,  florin, 
half  crown,  and  the  rare  and  popular  crown. 
6  pieces  in  original  box  of  issue,  all  choice 
proofs.  A  nice  display  item  125.00 

1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent.  A  choice 
Very  Fine  specimen  365.00 

1797  Half  Dime.  15  Stars.  Very  Fine, 
has  evidently  been  straightened.  Not 
as  bad  as  it  sounds.  Ask  to  see  it; 
if  you  don't  want  to  keep  it.  send  it 
back.  Rare  ...  65.00 

1805  Half  Dime.  Second  rarest  date.  A 
full  very  fine,  granular  surface.  Rare  125.00 
"United  States  Copper  Cents"  by  How¬ 
ard  Newcomb.  Original  text  in  red 
binding.  Has  been  quoted  up  to  S50. 

One  only  for  25.00 

Set  of  fifteen  different  English  halfpennies 
dated  1792.  1793.  1794.  and  1795.  Condi 


lion  averages  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  This  set  and 
the  two  lots  of  American  colonials  and 
Washington  pieces  to  follow  formed  a  prize¬ 
winning  exhibit  which  was  displayed  at  a 
number  of  midwestern  shows.  This  group 

of  halfpennies  . $  50.00 

Prizewinnina  set  of  Washington  pieces.  Rare 
and  interesting  Americana  portraying  our 
first  president.  This  set  consists  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  nine  pieces:  (1)  1783  military  bust 
EF;  (2)  1783  UNITY  STATES  VF:  (3)  1783 
Double  head.  Fine;  (4)  1791  small  eagle 
cent.  Fine;  (5)  1791  Large  eagle,  AU  procf- 
like  surface;  (6)  Ship  halfpenny.  EF;  (7)  un¬ 
dated  1795  penny  VF  -  EF;  (8)  Grate  Cent, 
choice  Unc.  with  prooflike  surface;  and  (9) 
1795  halfpenny,  VF.  The  above  group  S100.00 
Balance  of  the  exhibit;  1794  Franklin  Press 
cent  G  -  VG;  1783  Washington,  military 
bust  VF;  (1795)  undated  penny  VF;  and 
1795  halfpenny,  Fine.  Four  pieces  .  20.00 

HARD  TIMES  TOKENS 

The  term  "Hard  Times  Tokens"  covers  a 
group  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  ninety 
varieties  and  types  of  tokens  issued  between 
the  years  1833  and  1844.  Most  of  them  are 
struck  in  copper  and  are  the  size  of  the 
contemporary  large  cents.  They  circulated 
widely,  filling  the  need  for  small  change. 
Hard  Times  Tokens  can  be  generally  divided 
into  two  groups:  (1)  those  concerning  political 
issues  of  the  times,  and  (2)  those  bearing  ad¬ 
vertising  of  merchants;  store  cards.  Quite  a 
few  of  the  political  issues  closely  resemble 
the  large  cent  in  design. 

The  definitive  reference  on  Hard  Times 
Tokens  was  published  around  the  turn  of  the 
century  by  Lyman  H.  Low.  "Hard  Times 
Tokens"  by  Low  lists  183  varieties  and  gives 
the  "story"  behind  each  issue.  The  book  is 
fascinating  reading  for  anyone  interested  in 
numismatics.  The  originals  of  Low's  work 
are  rare  and  seldom  available  today.  We 
offer  the  1955  reprint  for  S10.00  postpaid.  In 
addition  to  Low’s  work  the  reprint  includes 
the  Adams  plates,  the  Dunham  easy  finding 
list,  and  a  guide  to  current  market  prices.  If 
you  do  not  already  have  it,  it  will  be  a  valua¬ 
ble  addition  to  your  refrence  library. 

Below  we  offer  a  selection  of  Hard  Times 
Tokens  from  our  large  stock.  If  possible, 
please  specify  alternate  choices.  We  will 
give  a  10%  discount  on  all  orders  of  Hard 
Times  Tokens  totaling  $10  or  more. 

Low  no.  8  VF.  no.  10  Good.  no.  18  VF.  no. 
19  VF.  no.  33  VF.  no.  38  Fine.  no.  40  VF.  no. 
44  VF.  no.  51  VF.  no.  64  VF,  no.  68  Fine.  no. 
78  Good.  no.  80  VF.  no  83  VF,  no.  86  Good. 

—  $.75  each 

Low  no.  8  EF.  no.  18  EF,  no.  47  VF.  no.  48 
VF.  no.  51  AU,  no.  53  VF.  no.  58  VF.  no.  59 
VF.  no.  60  VF.  no.  62  VF.  no.  64  AU.  no.  69 
AU,  no.  76  VF.  no.  92  Good,  no.  97  VF.  no. 
98  VF.  no.  99  VF.  no.  104  VF.  no.  140  Good. 

SI. 00  each 

Low  no.  58  AU.  no.  64  AU.  no.  67  EF,  no. 
94  VF.  no.  95  EF.  no.  103  VF.  no.  107  VF.  no. 
110  EF.  no.  Ill  EF.  no.  126  VF, 

—  SI. 50  each 


Low  no.  22  VF  -  EF.  no.  35  AU,  no.  63  EF. 
no.  83  AU.  no.  112  VF,  no.  122  VF.  no.  127  VF. 
no.  148  VF,  no.  154  Fine.  no.  164  Fine, 

—  S2.00  each 

Low  no.  44  Red  Uncirculated,  no.  120  EF, 
no.  123  EF,  no.  136  VF.  no.  153  EF.  no.  164  EF, 
—  S3. 00  each 

Low  no.  3  VF.  Low  no.  54  (slave  token)  VF, 
no.  56  VF,  no.  94  Gem  Unc.,  no.  134  EF.  no. 
136  EF  —  S5.00  each 

Low  no.  14  AU.  silvered  brass  S8.00;  no.  52 
Gem  Uncirculated,  brass  S10.00;  no.  172  AU, 
brass  $15.00;  no.  105  AU  S17.50;  no.  134  Un¬ 
circulated  S20.00;  no.  62  in  silver,  extremely 
rare,  perfect  gem  proof  $170.00 


From  Our  Research  Department  .  .  . 


NEW  MASSACHUSETTS 
CENT  DIE  VARIETY  DISCOVERED 


Last  March,  while  attributing  a  group  of 
Massachusetts  colonial  coins,  Dave  Bowers 
discovered  the  new  variety  illustrated  in  the 
above  enlargement.  The  new  variety,  a  cent 
of  1787,  is  the  first  new  reverse  die  of  the 
1787-1788  Massachusetts  coinage  discovered 
since  the  publication  of  the  Miller-Ryder 
reference  nearly  forty  years  ago.  The  ob¬ 
verse  of  this  coin  is  Miller-Ryder  4  of  1787. 
Under  the  Miller-Ryder  classification  this  coin 
would  be  listed  as  variety  4-J. 

A  brief  descriDtion  of  the  new  die  follows: 
The  upper  stroke  of  the  dash  over  the  date 
is  heavy.  The  leaves  on  the  branch  all  turn 
upward  at  the  ends.  In  addition  to  the  five 
leaves  there  are  several  twigs  or  leaflets  on 
the  branch.  Unlike  any  other  die  of  1787  the 
arrows  are  grouped  rather  indistinctly  into  a 
compact  mass.  There  are  nine  arrows  with 
barbs  and  six  without.  Three  of  the  barbed 
arrows  point  below  the  eagle's  wing.  The 
figures  in  the  date  slope  sharply  down  to  the 
left  from  the  date  line.  The  A  in  MASSACHU¬ 
SETTS  is  recut. 

As  this  coin  is  unique  —  only  one  specimen 
known  —  it  would  be  R-6  on  the  Miller-Ryder 
rarity  scale. 


In  Our  Next  Issue  .  .  . 

The  next  issue  oi  EMPIRE  TOPICS  will  olfer 
for  sale  items  in  all  series  from  half  cents  to 
double  eagles.  Colonials,  patterns,  and  other 
series  not  in  the  regular  United  States  coinage 
will  also  be  featured. 

The  "From  Our  Research  Department"  sec¬ 
tion  will  be  expanded  to  include  answers  to 
interesting  inquiries  received  from  our  readers. 
New  and  important  discoveries  will  be  de¬ 
scribed. 

EMPIRE  TOPICS  will  continue  to  be  mailed 
free  to  our  customers.  If  you  are  not  on  our 
mailing  list,  or  have  a  friend  who  isn't,  send 
us  a  postcard  with  your  name  and  address. 

COIN  QUIZ 

Test  your  numismatic  knowledge.  Score 
yourself  as  follows:  8  to  10  correct,  excellent: 
5  to  7  correct,  good;  0  to  4  correct,  better 
start  studying. 

1.  From  the  observer's  position,  the  eagle 
faces  left  on  all  of  the  following  coins  except 
one.  On  which  coin  does  the  eagle  face  right? 

a.  1858  cent.  b.  1842  half  dollar,  c.  1885 
trade  dollar,  d.  1892  Barber  quarter. 

2.  In  1859  transitional  pattern  coins  were 
struck  in  a  number  of  denominations.  Which 
of  the  following  had  no  1859  transitional 
coin? 

a.  cents:  b.  half  dimes,  c.  dimes,  d.  quar- 
ters. 

3.  The  Old  Spanish  Trail  commemorative 
half  dollar  was  coined  in  which  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  years? 

a.  1925.  b.  1934.  c.  1935.  d.  1936. 

4.  Clark  Gruber  &  Co.  which  issued  terri¬ 


torial  gold  coins  in  the  1860's  was  located  in 
which  of  the  following  locations? 

a.  San  Francisco,  b.  Salt  Lake  City.  c. 
Denver,  d.  Sacramento. 

5.  Roman  numerals  instead  of  an  arabic 
date  appear  on  one  type  of  the  1907  double 
eagle.  Roman  numerals  also  appear  as  the 
date  on  one  of  our  commemorative  coins. 
Which  one? 

a.  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  dollar,  b.  1915 
Pan-Pacific  fifty  dollar  gold  piece,  c.  1916 
McKinley  dollar,  d.  1926  Philadelphia  quarter 
eagle. 

6.  Which  of  the  following  denominations 
was  not  discontinued  in  1889? 

a.  three-dollar  gold.  b.  gold  dollars,  c.  three- 
cent  silver,  d.  three-cent  nickels. 

7.  Half  eagles  were  first  coined  in  which 
of  the  following  years? 

a.  1793.  b.  1794.  c.  1795.  d.  1796. 

8.  The  leading  reference  on  early  half 
dollars  was  written  by  which  of  the  following 
individuals? 

a.  Bolender.  b.  Beistle.  c.  Breen,  d.  Brown 
ing. 

9.  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was 
added  to  our  quarters,  half  dollars,  and  dollars 
in  what  year? 

a.  1853,  b.  1864.  c.  1866.  d.  1873. 

10.  The  comet  variety  is  a  variety  of  what 
coin? 

a.  1807  large  cent.  b.  1821  dime.  c.  179S 
half  cent.  d.  1797  dollar. 

Answers  to  Coin  Quiz: 

1C.  2-D,  3-C,  4-C,  5-B. 

6-C  7-C.  8-B.  9-C.  10-A 


wmmmmm’} 


Thinking  of  Selling? 

To  maintain  our  constant  flow  of  sales  and  to  supply  our  customers' 
requests  we  must  constantly  search  the  numismatic  market  for  choice  and 
rare  United  States  coins.  Each  month  we  buy  thousands  of  dollars  worth 
of  coins;  entire  collections,  accumulations,  and  individual  pieces.  The 
fact  that  Empire  Coin  Company  maintains  a  large  stock  of  choice  material 
speaks  for  itself. 

You  showed  discretion  and  discrimination  when  assembling  your 
collection.  It  is  just  as  important  that  you  maintain  the  same  standards 
when  selling  it. 

Whether  your  collection  is  worth  one  hundred  dollars  or  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  it  will  pay  you  to  contact  us  first.  A  letter 
containing  a  description  of  the  items  you  would  like  to  sell  will  do  fine. 
Contact  us  today. 

EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY,  INC. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


252  Main  Street 
Johnson  City,  New  York 


JAMES  F.  RUDDY 


